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Introduction 
We are delighted to be hosting our 
inaugural Health Symposium from 
8 to 9 October 2018 at St John of God 
Midland Public and Private Hospitals.  

We have selected ‘Our Community’ as the theme 
for the event, as it reflects our focus and connection 
with the community.

As the major public and private hospitals serving 
Perth’s East Metropolitan and Wheatbelt region, 
we place great focus on working closely with the 
community to provide the best possible health 
outcomes for patients.

The free event is open to all hospital caregivers, 
visiting medical officers, general practitioners  
and key stakeholders.

The Symposium will showcase our successes over 
the past three years as well as highlight:

• New and upcoming innovations in health care.

• Achievements and endeavours of our caregivers.

• Clinical research and trials being undertaken  
at the hospital.

• Quality improvement activities implemented  
by different departments.

• The organisation’s social outreach activities and 
support for the disadvantaged.

Special guest speakers include the Minister for 
Health, the Hon Roger Cook MLA; Shane Kelly, 
Group CEO, St John of God Health Care; Professor 
William Hart, Dean of Medicine, Curtin University; 
Richard Offen, Perth Heritage presenter and Dr 
Helen Atkinson, Executive Officer Clinical Trials  
and Data Centre, WA Health Translation Network.

I would like to thank the organising committee for 
their efforts in coordinating this event.

I encourage you to attend the Health Symposium  
and look forward to seeing you there.

Michael Hogan  
CEO 
St John of God Midland Public Hospital
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The theme reflects our 
focus and connection 
with the community

3Hospitality  |  Compassion  |  Respect  |  Justice  |  Excellence



0830 – 1000 Welcome and Opening

CEO Welcome
Mr Michael Hogan, CEO, SJG Midland Public 
Hospital (SJGMPH)

Midland Hospital – From Idea to 
Reality

Dr Shane Kelly, Group CEO, St John of God 
Health Care

Grapes, Bricks and Trains – a Short 
History of Our Community 

Mr Richard Offen, Perth Heritage Presenter

1000 - 1030 Morning tea

1030 – 1200 Research

Evolution of Research at Midland
Dr Sayanta Jana, Director of Medical Services,  
St John of God Midland Public and Private 
Hospitals (SJGMPPH)

Research Needs You: a Roadmap to 
Getting Started in Research

Dr Helen Atkinson, Executive Officer,  
WA Health Translation Network

Presentation of the Research 
Excellence Awards and exhibition of 
the three awarded posters

Hosted by  
Dr Ed Fysh, Respiratory Physician, SJGMPPH

Panel session

1200 - 1230 Lunch

1230 – 1430 Future of Health in the Area

Medical Education at Midland:  
the Future

Professor William Hart, Dean of Medicine, 
Curtin University

Can We Be the Destination Hospital for 
our Community? 

Mr Michael Hogan, CEO, SJGMPH

Private Health  
– Golden Goose or Dead Duck

Mr Paul Dyer, CEO, SJG Midland Private 
Hospital

Health Services at Midland Over the 
Next Five to Ten Years

Hon Roger Cook MLA, Deputy Premier,  
Minister for Health; Mental Health

Panel session

1430 - 1500 Afternoon tea

1500 – 1630 SJGMPPH and the Community

The Difference We Make
Ms Bev East, CEO, Social Outreach,  
St John of God Health Care

War on Hospital Waste: What’s in the 
Bin

Dr Mike Babon, Consultant Anaesthetist, 
SJGMPPH

General Practice: Gatekeeper for the 
Public Hospital System

Dr Rod Thelander, Mead Medical Group

Panel session

DAY ONE Monday 8 October 2018
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Midland Hospital: From Idea to Reality 

DR SHANE KELLY, MBBS, MBA, MPH, FRACMA, FCHSM, FAIM, FAICD

Group Chief Executive Officer – St John of God Health Care

Shane has more than 30 years’ experience in healthcare, including 16 years working 
as a chief executive officer at a number of public and private hospitals and health care 
organisations in Western Australia and Queensland.

Previously, he has worked as the Mater Misericordiae Group Chief Executive Officer 
in Queensland, North Metropolitan Health Service Chief Executive and St John of God 
Subiaco Hospital Chief Executive Officer.

Shane is an Adjunct Professor at the University of Queensland and Australian Catholic 
University.

In his former role at St John of God Health Care, Shane played a pivotal role in the 
tender stage and design and construction stage of St John of God Midland Public and 
Private Hospitals. 

After moving to the North Metropolitan Health Service, Shane had oversight of the 
management of the hospital’s contract as well as its interface with the public health 
system. 

Shane is uniquely qualified to talk about the initial journey of St John of God Health 
Care into operating its first public hospital in WA, and why Midland was identified as 
the ideal opportunity for the organisation to help meet unmet health needs in the 
community.

Grapes, Bricks and Trains: a Short History of Our Community 

MR RICHARD OFFEN
Perth Heritage Presenter

After 15 years in education, Richard Offen joined the staff of the UK National Trust in 
1989 and was responsible for the Trust’s famous Neptune Coastline Campaign from 
1992 until 2003. 

During his time with the Trust, Richard gained wide experience of heritage matters 
around the world and spent time working with organisations in Europe and America, 
advising them on conservation strategies and fundraising.    

Richard then moved to Perth, where he spent 12 years as the Executive Director of 
Heritage Perth, where he gained considerable popularity as a lecturer and broadcaster 
on both radio and television.   

He is probably best known in Perth for his Monday morning history spot on the 720 
ABC Breakfast Show with Eoin Cameron.  

While officially retired, Richard spends his time as a heritage consultant and author, 
having recently written the Perth edition of Pavilion Books’ popular series “Perth 
Then and Now”.   The book had the distinction of requiring a reprint before it hit the 
bookshop shelves and is now on the Australian ‘best seller’ list, having sold more than 
10,000 copies to date. His latest book, ‘Lost Perth’, was published in August 2018.

Richard will offer us a trip through the history of Midland. Beginning with our 
Indigenous heritage, he will then take us through the ambition and achievements of 
early pioneering settlements, give a sense of the sweat and grafted lives of our working 
class roots and leave us admiringly humbled into the present day.

0830 TO 1000: WELCOME AND OPENING
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Evolution of Research at Midland 

DR SAYANTA JANA, MBBS, FRACMA, AFCHSM, MHM

Director of Medical Services, St John of God Midland Public and Private Hospitals, 
Adjunct Professor, Curtin University

Sayanta has a wealth of senior level management experience, having worked in key 
executive positions within the WA public health sector. Previously, he worked as the 
Director Clinical Services at the Women and Newborn Health Service (which includes 
Kind Edward Memorial Hospital). Prior to this role, he was the Deputy Executive 
Director Medical Services for the Child and Adolescent Health Service (which included 
Princess Margaret Hospital for Children) and Women and Newborn Health Service.  

Sayanta has also acted in the role of Director of Medical Services at St John of God 
Murdoch Hospital and has worked as a Senior Medical Advisor of Safety, Quality and 
Governance at the North Metropolitan Health Service. 

Sayanta is a surveyor with the Australian Council of Healthcare Standards and a lead 
surveyor with the Postgraduate Medical Council of WA. He is a Council member of the 
Australian Medical Council. 

A passionate supporter of clinical research, Sayanta will discuss the focus on growing 
research at the hospital, including the establishment of a medical research office.

Research Needs You: a Roadmap to Getting Started in Research 

DR HELEN ATKINSON BSc (Hons), GradCertPopHealth, PhD

Executive Officer, Clinical Trials and Data Centre, WA Health Translation Network

Dr Helen Atkinson has worked in endocrine research for more than 20 years in 
academic and public health organisations in Australia and the UK. Helen obtained 
her PhD from The University of Western Australia and then worked as a Research 
Fellow at the University of Bristol, investigating the neuroendocrine function of the 
hypothalamic-pituitary-adrenal (HPA) axis. 

Since returning to Perth, Helen has been involved in reproductive endocrine research at 
King Edward Memorial Hospital and paediatric endocrine research at Perth Children’s 
Hospital. In recent years, Helen has also been involved in research governance within 
WA Health.  

In 2018, Helen was appointed as the Executive Officer of the Clinical Trials and Data 
Centre (CTDC), which is a new enabling platform of the WA Health Translation Network 
(WAHTN).  

The aim of the CTDC is to enhance clinical trials and data management in WA under 
the leadership of the WAHTN. As the Executive Officer, Helen’s role is to engage with 
the partners of the WAHTN (including hospitals, universities and research institutes) to 
promote and support the activities of the CTDC.

Panel Chair Research Excellence Awards

DR EDWARD FYSH MBBS, BSc, PhD, FRACP

Respiratory and Intensive Care Consultant, SJMPPH; NHMRC Early Career Fellow; 
Clinical Senior Lecturer, UWA; Sessional Academic, Curtin University

Dr Fysh is a respiratory and intensive care consultant. His research interests include 
respiratory and intensive care medicine, specifically in pleural disease. Edward has 
been awarded a National Health and Medical Research Council Early Career Fellowship 
to undertake his clinical trials, which focus on optimising and streamlining the 
management of pleural disease for patients from the outpatient clinic to the intensive 
care unit.

1020 TO 1200: RESEARCH
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Medical Education at Midland: the Future 

PROFESSOR WILLIAM HART MBBS (Hons), FAFPHM (RACP)

Dean of Medicine, Curtin University Medical School

William graduated with honours in medicine from Monash University in 1973. 
Following his internship, which included a placement in a rural hospital, he 
worked in general practice. He then worked in medical education as a clinical tutor 
at Monash University and in the Family Medicine Program of the Royal Australian 
College of General Practitioners.  

With a strong interest in behavioural and social aspects of medicine, William then 
trained in psychology at Latrobe University and became a registered psychologist 
in 1986.  He then spent 12 years at Monash University and the Lincoln Institute of 
Health Sciences, where he specialised in public health and epidemiology.

William then  joined the Victorian Department of Health, finishing there in 2000 as 
the Deputy Director of Public Health.

Recruited as the CEO of Neurosciences Victoria Ltd and the National Neuroscience 
Facility in 2000, William worked with Australia’s foremost neuroscientists and 
neurologists to create a major research consortium, which funded and co-
ordinated programs of research in clinical neurology and basic neuroscience.

Lured back to Monash in 2006, he helped to create the graduate-entry program of 
the Monash Medical School in rural Victoria (Gippsland Medical School) where he 
was Head of School. Now, the chance to lead the development of a new medical 
school and its innovative approach to training doctors has brought William to 
Curtin University. 

William is leading the establishment of the medical school at Curtin University’s 
new Midland Campus, which will enable medical students to gain high quality 
clinical experience at St John of God Midland Public and Private Hospitals.

Can We Be the Destination Hospital for Our Community? 

MR MICHAEL HOGAN, MAICD, CA, BComm, GradDipHealthServicesMgt, 

GradCertLead&CathCult

Chief Executive Officer, St John of God Midland Public Hospital

A former chartered accountant, Michael initially worked in the accounting and 
manufacturing industries before entering the health sector in 1993. Michael has 
undertaken a number of CEO roles in private hospitals and pathologies across 
Australia for St John of God Health Care, Ramsay Healthcare, Mercy Health and 
Aged Care. With more than 25 years’ experience in health care, Michael has 
outstanding industry knowledge and commercial and leadership skills.  

As the CEO of St John of God Midland Public Hospital, Michael heads a 307- 
bed hospital servicing the needs of the East Metropolitan Perth community 
and surrounding Wheatbelt communities, through a contract with the State 
Government.

Michael is a member of the Australian Institute of Company Directors. He 
has previously been appointed onto the board of a number of not-for-profit 
organisations.

Michael will discuss growth plans for the hospital as well as strategies to meet 
community needs into the future.

1230 TO 1430: FUTURE OF HEALTH IN THE AREA
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1230 TO 1430: FUTURE OF HEALTH IN THE AREA

Private Health: Golden Goose or Dead Duck? 

PAUL DYER, RN, GradCertLead&CathCult, GradCertMan, DipHlthScNursing 

Chief Executive Officer and Director of Nursing, St John of God Midland  
Private Hospital

Paul has been a registered nurse for more than 28 years, with the bulk of his 
clinical experience working in the speciality of orthopaedics. 

After a successful clinical career, Paul moved into hospital management after 
taking the role of a nurse manager and then deputy director of nursing at St John 
of God Bendigo Hospital. 

Following an 18-month period as the director of nursing at St John of God Burwood 
Hospital in Sydney, Paul moved his family westwards and for six years was the 
chief executive officer and director of nursing at St John of God Geraldton Hospital. 

In November 2017, Paul was appointed the CEO and Director of Nursing at St John 
of God Midland Private Hospital. 

As part of his role, Paul is coordinating the planning for a stand-alone private 
hospital near the current St John of God Midland Public and Private Hospitals.

Paul has postgraduate qualifications in management and Catholic leadership and 
is studying an MBA through Edith Cowan University. 

Paul will be discussing the current state of evolution in private health care in 
Australia and its future provision in Midland.

Health Services at Midland Over the Next Five to Ten Years 

HON ROGER COOK MLA BA, GradDipBus, MBA

Deputy Premier; Minister for Health; Mental Health

The Hon Roger Cook MLA is the Deputy Premier of Western Australia, Minister for 
Health and Minister for Mental Health. 

The Minister has been a member of the Legislative Assembly since 2008, 
representing the seat of Kwinana.

Prior to entering politics, the Minister studied Arts and Public Administration at 
Murdoch University before completing a Postgraduate Diploma in Public Relations 
and a Master of Business Administration at Curtin University.  He was active in 
campus politics and helped establish the National Union of Students and was 
appointed its first national president.

After completing his studies, the Minister worked for a number of Federal and 
State Members of Parliament, including Jim McGinty, Stephen Smith and Senator 
Chris Evans in policy and electorate officer roles.

The Minister is passionate about Aboriginal issues and served as the chief 
executive officer of a number of Aboriginal Land Councils, along with a 
communications role assisting industry and government to reach agreement with 
Aboriginal Native Title groups. 

Previously, he was the national president of Australians for Native Title and 
Reconciliation.
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The Difference We Make 

MS BEV EAST, BA, GradCertEmployeeRelations

Chief Executive Officer - Social Outreach, St John of God Health Care

Bev is CEO of St John of God Health Care’s Social Outreach services, which reach 
across Australia, Timor-Leste and Papua New Guinea.

Bev leads teams delivering five community-based services across 38 locations 
in Australia, which focus on providing services to vulnerable and disadvantaged 
people, including Horizon Houses for young people at risk of homelessness and 
the Raphael Services for women and families experiencing perinatal challenges.

Prior to this she held a number of senior roles at Woodside, including leading the 
company’s communities division, managing corporate affairs, risk and governance 
during the construction of the Pluto LNG Project and managing State and Federal 
Government affairs activities. 

She was previously an award-winning journalist.

Bev’s interest in broader social issues led to her joining the Women’s Healthworks’ 
Board for four years until its amalgamation with a similar service.  Her focus away 
from work is the arts in all its forms. She is Chair of the Board of Barking Gecko 
Theatre and Deputy Chair at Volunteering WA.

Bev is a graduate of the Australian Institute of Company Directors  and a member 
of the Leadership WA alumni.

Bev will provide a look behind the scenes of the work being done across Australia 
and Timor-Leste by SJGHC’s Social Outreach team.

War On Hospital Waste: What’s in the Bin 

DR MIKE BABON, MBBS, FANZCA, DipChildHealth

Consultant Anaesthetist, St John of God Midland Public and Private Hospitals

Dr Mike Babon has been working as a consultant anaesthetist in the area since 
2010, after moving across from the beaches of the Sunshine Coast. 

He is ashamedly a long time waster in the hospital setting and was shown the 
light recently by a merry group of perioperative PVC recyclers. 

He now owns a keep cup and is curious about where all our black rubbish bags 
finally end up. 

Join him in an journey to see what our hospital waste footprint is and how much 
of it actually goes into recycling.  

He will then take you on a trip around Australia and the globe looking at some 
case studies and inspiring ideas from other hospitals that are helping to minimise 
waste and landfill. 

1500 TO 1630: MIDLAND AND THE COMMUNITY
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General Practice: Gatekeeper for the Public Hospital System 

DR ROD THELANDER, MBBS, FRACGP, DipRACOG, DCH

General Practitioner, Mead Medical Group,Visiting Medical Officer in Anaesthetics 
Palliative Care at Kalamunda District Hospital and GP Registrar Trainer with WAGPET.  

Rod grew up on a sheep and cattle station in Western Queensland. He obtained his 
medical degree at the University of Queensland and after two years residency at 
Royal Brisbane Hospital, he gained experience across a variety of specialty areas in 
Cairns, South Africa and Scotland. 

Rod then spent a number of years as a country GP in Chinchilla, Queensland, 
before moving to Perth in 1992. Since then he has been a GP in Kalamunda with 
hospital appointments in palliative care, obstetrics and anaesthetics at Kalamunda 
Hospital and the former Swan District Hospital. 

He worked as the Silver Chain hospice palliative care physician in the Kalamunda 
district from 1992 until 2013. 

Rod has been a volunteer abroad for Australian Doctors for Africa since 2006 and 
helped to establish a teaching program with the UWA Medical School for medical 
students at the University of Hargeisa Medical School in Somaliland.

As a long term GP in the Kalamunda District, Rod has a special interest in 
improving the efficiency of the interface between general practice and the hospital 
system.

1500 TO 1630: MIDLAND AND THE COMMUNITY
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0830 – 1000 Ageing and the Community

Hyperacute Stroke Care – Small 
Brother Working With Big Brother 

Dr Tim Bates, Stroke and General Physician 
Midland Comprehensive Stroke Service and 
Director of Postgraduate and Physician Education, 
SJGMPPH

Integrative Parkinson’s Care 
Dr Amanda Boudville, Head of Department 
Aged Care and Rehabilitation Services, SJGMPPH

Lifting The Fog – Improving Dementia 
Services in Midland  

Ms Lyn Fell, Clinical Nurse Specialist in Aged 
Care, SJGMPPH

Panel session

1000 - 1030 Morning tea

1030 – 1200 Pain and Addiction Medicine 

A Hospital’s Dependency on a Drug 
and Alcohol Service and Why We 
Should Avoid Withdrawal

Mr Calum Ross, Nurse Manager Drug And 
Alcohol Services, SJGMPPH

The Opioid Epidemic and What You 
Can Do To Control It 

Dr James Jarman, Consultant Anaesthetist and 
Director of Pain Medicine, SJGMPPH, and Pain 
Specialist, PainScience, Joondalup Health Campus

Treatment Approaches For 
Methamphetamine Use Disorder – 
Tools in the Kitty

Dr Amit Banerjee, Head of Department 
Psychiatry, SJGMPPH

Panel session

1200 - 1300 Lunch

1300 – 1430 Digital Revolution in Health

Where We Started and Where We Are 
Going 

Dr Matt Summerscales, Co-Head of 
Department ED, SJGMPPH

SJGHC Digital Projects, the Future of 
Your Workplace 

Dr Alexius Julian, SJGHC Acting Group Director 
of Digital and Technology and Chief Medical 
Information Officer

Artificial Intelligence in Your Hospital: 
the Robots Are Coming ?

Dr Jonathon Stewart, Emergency Medicine 
Training Registrar, Royal Perth Hospital

Panel session

1430 - 1500 Afternoon tea

1500 – 1630 Awards and Valedictory Speech

Awards ceremony Mr Michael Hogan, CEO, SJGMPH

The Road Less Travelled  
(valedictory speech)

Dr Glen Brand, Consultant Physician in General 
Medicine and Gastroenterology, SJGMPPH

DAY TWO Tuesday 9 October 2018
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0830 TO 1000: AGEING AND THE COMMUNITY

Hyperacute Stroke Care:  Small Brother Working With Big 
Brother 

DR TIM BATES, MBBS, FRACP

Stroke and general physician Midland Comprehensive Stroke Service and Director of 
Postgraduate and Physician Education, SJGMPPH

Tim graduated from UWA in 1996 and began as a junior doctor at Royal Perth 
Hospital (RPH). After a short stint in the United Kingdom, he returned to RPH 
to complete his physician training in general medicine and cardiometabolic 
disorders. 

Upon finishing physician training, Tim took up a consultant position at Swan 
District Hospital before transitioning to the hospital’s stroke unit in 2008. 

Tim has worked at St John of God Midland Public and Private Hospitals since its 
opening in 2015 and continues to work as a stroke physician. 

Aside from clinical work, he is the National Chair of the Royal Australasian College 
of Physicians’ General and Acute Medicine Committee and has research interests 
in stroke, general medicine and lipid disorders. He is also heavily involved in junior 
doctor education at the hospital.

Tim will be discussing the positive interaction between our hospital and State-
based systems for care in hyperacute stroke.

Integrative Parkinson’s Care 

DR AMANDA BOUDVILLE, MBBS, FRACP

Consultant Geriatrician and Stroke Physician, Head of Department, Aged Care and 
Rehabilitation

Amanda has been involved in establishing and growing the aged care network for 
the area for more than 15 years. She has strong links to the local community and 
regional WA. 

Entering the world through the maternity ward of Swan Districts Hospital, 
Amanda grew up on a sheep and wheat farm outside of Lake Grace, where 
apparently she taught Nathan Fyfe his first dropkick, but sadly not the correct hip 
and shoulder technique.

After graduating from UWA in 1992, Amanda completed her postgraduate 
specialist training at various public hospitals in Perth and became a Fellow of the 
Royal Australasian College of Physicians in 2000. 

Previously, Amanda was the head of department for aged care and rehabilitation at 
Swan District Hospital and was appointed in the same role at SJGMPPH.

Amanda has acted as the Director of Medical Services at both institutions.

In July 2017, Amanda was appointed to the South Metro Health Service Board.
She is also a council member for Australian and New Zealand Society for Geriatric 
Medicine and Chair of its Policy and Planning Committee. She is involved in the 
expert reference group for Aged Care WA Health. 

After setting up a Parkinson’s clinic at Swan District Hospital about 15 years ago, 
the team was successful in obtaining funding from the Council of Australian 
Governments to grow and attract Parkinson’s trained therapists. 
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Lifting The Fog – Improving Dementia Services in Midland 

MS LYN FELL RN, MNurs (NP) 

Clinical Nurse Specialist in Aged Care, SJGMPPH

Lyn Fell trained at the WA School of Nursing, graduating as a registered nurse in 
1981. She started her nursing career at Royal Perth Hospital and four years later 
moved to Swan District Hospital (SDH), where she worked for 30 years across 
various specialities and roles. 

Lyn was an integral part of the Aged Care Assessment Team (ACAT) from 
1993 to 2007 as a clinical nurse. She helped establish the ACAT Emergency 
Department Liaison Nurse role in 2007. She was also  involved in the setting up 
and coordination of the multidisciplinary Care Coordination Team in the SDH 
Emergency Department in 2009.

Lyn became a Clinical Nurse Specialist in aged care after developing a special 
interest in this area of health care.  She achieved accreditation as an endorsed 
nurse practitioner in 2015, having completed a Masters of Nursing in 2014.  

Since joining SJGMPPH at opening, Lyn has taken on the role of Clinical Nurse 
Consultant of Aged Care. 

Lyn enjoys working in aged care, which she finds a mix of enjoyable and challenging. 
She has passion in the areas of dementia, delirium and cognitive impairment and 
helping patients manage their conditions. Lyn sees it as an important part of her 
role to increase patients’ knowledge and understanding of their condition and 
undertakes research to develop innovative ways to assist patients.

Lyn will be discussing how the hospital’s memory clinic manages and supports 
patients and their families through their journey with dementia and memory loss. 
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A Hospital’s Dependency on a Drug and Alcohol Service  
and Why We Should Avoid Withdrawal 

MR CALUM ROSS, MScNurs (NP), MScCBpsych

Drug and Alcohol Clinical Nurse Consultant, SJGMPPH

Calum grew up in the wilds of Scotland, before moving into mental health nursing 
after leaving school and working in nursing.  

Throughout his career, Calum has seen the increase in drug and alcohol use and 
how patients are often disenfranchised between services.

With his experience in mental health, he took this knowledge and moved  
to work in drug and alcohol services, setting up a community withdrawal service 
in Scotland. After becoming increasingly frustrated with the Scottish climate he 
emigrated to Australia in 2002. 

Calum has worked within drug and alcohol services in Perth, managing Next Step 
inpatient services, working with a GP division providing support and training in 
mental health and drugs and alcohol.

Calum moved to Tasmania to manage drug and alcohol services only to be 
reminded why he left Scotland and quickly moved back to WA for the heat. 

He has developed drug and alcohol support services at Royal Perth Hospital and 
has worked at SJGMPPH since it opened in November 2015. 

1030 TO 1200: PAIN AND ADDICTION MEDICINE
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1030 TO 1200: PAIN AND ADDICTION MEDICINE

The Opioid Epidemic and What You Can Do to Control It

DR JAMES JARMAN, MBChB, FANZCA, FFPMANZCA, PGCert US

Consultant Anaesthetist and Director of Pain Medicine, SJGMPPH, and Pain Specialist, 
PainScience, Joondalup Health Campus

The son of five generations of New Zealand sheep farmers, James became the 
black sheep of the family by moving out of farming and into medicine. He trained 
in New Zealand and Ireland before coming to Australia, doing fellowships in 
trauma anaesthesia at the Royal Melbourne Hospital and paediatric anaesthesia at 
the Children’s Hospital in Adelaide, before undertaking his third fellowship in pain 
medicine in Perth.

He received the gold medal Cecil Gray prize for being the top candidate throughout 
Australia and New Zealand for the anaesthetic fellowship exam and achieved 
merit passes in the primary and pain fellowship exams. 

In addition, James received the Clinical Excellence Medal for the best registrar in 
Galway Ireland and the Best Intern Award at Hawkes Bay Hospital in New Zealand. 
James, however, regrets winning the Intern Most Likely To Join A Boy Band Award 
at the same institution.

His current interests include ultrasound guided blocks for chronic pain, 
fibromyalgia, chronic widespread pain and blocks for headaches. As a dual 
anaesthetic and pain specialist and Director of Acute Pain Service, SJGMPPH is 
fortunate to have James working at the hospital. 

With an encyclopaedic knowledge of the latest studies in chronic pain, James 
phone runs hot most of the day with calls from his anaesthetic, surgical and 
physician colleagues. James’ knowledge and expertise makes him a foremost 
expert to discuss his view from all sides on the “opioid epidemic”.
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Treatment Approaches for Methamphetamine Use Disorder – 
Tools in the Kitty 

DR AMIT BANERJEE, MBBS, FRANZCP

Head of Department Psychiatry, SJGMPPH

Amit is a Fellow of the Royal Australian and New Zealand College of Psychiatrists 
and is the Head of Department of Psychiatry at St John of God Midland Public and 
Private Hospitals.

Amit has worked in the Midland area as a consultant psychiatrist since January 
2001 and undertakes limited outpatient private practice. With a focus on a 
recovery-oriented general adult psychiatry, Amit has a strong understanding of the 
sociology of mental health and illness. His primary interests are social and critical 
psychiatry, cross-cultural psychiatry and the addictions. Amit has undertaken a 
number of presentations on critical psychiatry and recovery oriented care at local 
and national conferences. 

Amit is currently completing a Masters of Addictive Behaviours course at Monash 
University. He is also undertaking the advanced training certificate program in 
addiction psychiatry through the Royal Australian and New Zealand College of 
Psychiatrists. Amit likes critically appraising mental health service delivery and is 
interested in the interface between psychiatry and the addictions.

He is a member of the Mental Health Advisory Council of Western Australia and 
Expert Panel of the Recovery College of Western Australia.

Amit believes every health professional has the skills to improve a person’s 
motivation to change.

His presentation will outline different psychological management approaches and 
describe the rehabilitation scene for methamphetamine users in Perth. 

1030 TO 1200: PAIN AND ADDICTION MEDICINE
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1300 TO 1430: DIGITAL REVOLUTION IN HEALTH

Where We Started and Where We are Going 

DR MATTHEW SUMMERSCALES, MBBS, FACM

Co-Head of Department Emergency Department, SJGMPPH

Matt wrote his first computer program as a ten year old during a cold Barnsley 
winter in England. However, his promising IT career was cut short by a reckless 
move into medicine, graduating with a Bachelor of Medicine and Bachelor of 
Surgery from St Georges College in 1998.  

A six-month visit to Australia as an intern led to him moving to Perth. Matt 
completed a fellowship from the Australasian College of Emergency Medicine and 
since then has worked exclusively in emergency medicine at a range of hospitals 
throughout Western Australia, including Royal Perth Hospital, Swan Districts 
Hospitals and at various WA Country Health Service sites. Previously, Matt headed 
the Emergency Department at the Kalgoorlie Hospital. 

Matt has worked as a Co-Head of Department, along with Michele Genevieve, 
since the opening of SJGMPPH. He still retains his interest in IT and has been very 
involved in making the information technology systems work at the bedside.  

Working with Telstra Health, Matt has helped to implement the patient flow 
system in the Emergency Department and is part of the clinical information system 
advisory committee. Matt will provide an insightful look into the cross over between 
IT and a clinician’s working day and what tools clinicians will need into the future.  

St John of God Digital Projects: the Future of Your Workplace 

DR ALEXIUS JULIAN, MBBS

Acting Group Director of Digital and Technology and Chief Medical Information Officer, 
St John of God Health Care

A graduate of medicine from UWA, Alexius worked at Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital 
in his early clinical years. 

Alexius was appointed as the clinical lead in information and communications 
technology for the Fiona Stanley Hospital commissioning team, where he served as 
a liaison between clinical staff and IT technical staff, coordinating clinical feedback 
and representing the views of fellow clinicians. He was concurrently appointed 
as the Medical Leadership Advisor at the WA Department of Health’s Institute 
for Health Leadership, where he focused on embedding leadership and service 
improvement methodology into medical school curricula. 

Alexius is a member of the Child and Adolescent Health Service Board. 

Currently, Alexius is Acting Group Director of Digital and Technology and Chief 
Medical Information Officer for St John of God Health Care. As part of his role, he is 
helping to determine IT strategy for the organisation’s 17 hospitals. His passion for 
leadership, service improvement and technology serve him well in his role.

Alexius provides the link between the technical IT delivery teams at SJGHC and 
the clinicians at the coal-face; liaising between both, to ensure requirements are 
understood, needs are met and clinical workflows make sense.  

He also leads the organisation’s innovation function, which is currently piloting a 
number of initiatives as well as testing concepts for the group’s digital strategy. 
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The Road Less Travelled

DR GLEN BRAND, MBBS, FRACP

Consultant Physician in General Medicine and Gastroenterology, SJGMPPH,  
2018 Valedictorian

Glen graduated from UWA in 1978 and trained in general medicine at Royal Perth 
Hospital and Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital. Two seconded rural terms altered his 
training pathway from nephrology to rural general medicine and he began working 
as a consultant in Kalgoorlie in 1988. 

With his wife and four children, Glen confesses he loved every minute of his 
eventful 12 years in Kalgoorlie, but ultimately moved back to Perth for his 
children’s university days. 

In 2000, Glen joined Swan District Hospital (SDH), with its closest approximation 
to Kalgoorlie’s medical experience. Glen was a touchstone in the SDH physician 
department and a key driver in its development over many years, before moving  
to SJGMPPH. 

Built on the old Midland Railway Workshops site, SJGMPPH has taken Glen back to 
his roots, as his father worked as a wood machinist on the site for 40 years. Glen 
describes this last chapter in a storied career as working with “the best physician 
team I could imagine. The opportunity to have been part of a brand new hospital 
at Midland is icing on a cake”.

Award presentations:
• Junior Doctor of the Year

• Outstanding Nurse of the Year Award

• Patient Journey Award

• Clinical Teacher Appreciation Award

• Allied Health Impact Award

• Most Innovative Quality Improvement Project

• 2018 Valedictorian

Artificial Intelligence in Your Hospital: the Robots are Coming! 

DR JONATHON STEWART, MBBS, MMed (CritCare)

Emercency Medicine Training Registrar, Royal Perth Hospital

Jonathon graduated from UWA in 2015 and is currently working at Royal Perth 
Hospital as an emergency medicine training registrar. He has undertaken a variety 
of rotations, including a rotation on service improvement. 

In the first half of 2018, Jonathon took a six-month break from clinical work to 
learn more about artificial intelligence (AI). This culminated in his published 
article in Emergency Medicine Australasia in June 2017 on “AI and machine 
learning in emergency medicine”. He also started a PhD looking at AI’s potential 
applications in health care. 

His talk promises to be a look over the horizon at how AI may change our jobs  
and the medical landscape, and what a hospital with a well-integrated AI could 
one day look like.

1500 TO 1630: AWARDS AND VALEDICTORIAN SPEECH
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Health Symposium registration and information
Registration is not required for caregivers and consultants attending this free event.
For catering purposes only, we request general practitioners and external stakeholders register their 
attendance to this free event via RSVP.midland@sjog.org.au or sjog.org.au/midlandhealthsymposium
 
Complimentary morning tea, lunch, afternoon tea and barista coffee is available for all attendees.
Research posters will be on display in the first floor courtyard during the event (weather permitting), to 
showcase the research and quality improvement activities of caregivers. 
Please note: GP CPD points are not available for this event. 
 
For more information on the event, please contact (08) 9462 4033 or midland.marketing@sjog.org.au

Charity Golf Day
Sunday 7 October

All funds raised for the Charity Golf Day will go to DreambuildersCare, a Midland-based charity 
providing free evening meals and emergency food relief to local families and individuals in need.  

We aim to fund their growing annual Christmas hamper program,  
which helps bring some cheer in difficult times. 

When:  Sunday, 7 October 2018 at 12.30pm (shotgun start) 

Where:  Maylands Peninsula Public Golf Course, Swan Bank Road, Maylands 

Format:  Four person best ball (best ball per team) 

Cost:  $100 per player  
 (includes 18 holes, motorised cart and light refreshments afterwards) 

Prizes:  the winning team will receive four tickets to the St John of God Health 
 Care corporate box to watch an Eagles or Dockers game in 2019.  
 There are also other great prizes up for grabs as well as a silent auction. 

Registration: tickets can be purchased via www.trybooking.com/XQWR 19



About St John of God Health Care
St John of God Health Care is a leading Catholic not-for-profit health care group, 
serving communities with hospitals, home nursing and social outreach services 
throughout Australia, New Zealand, and the wider Asia-Pacific region.

We strive to serve the common good by providing holistic, ethical and person-centred 
care and support. We aim to go beyond quality care to provide an experience for 
people that honours their dignity, is compassionate and affirming, and leaves them 
with a reason to hope.

1 Clayton Street, Midland WA 6056  
 PO Box 1254, Midland WA 6936

T. (08) 9462 4000 F. (08) 9462 4050 E. info.midland@sjog.org.au

www.sjog.org.au/midland
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St John of God Health Care Inc

ARBN 051 960 911   ABN 21 930 207 958

About St John of God Midland Public and Private Hospitals
St John of God Midland Public and Private Hospitals opened on 24 November 2015 
to serve the health needs of people in the East Metropolitan region and adjacent 
Wheatbelt communities.

The 307-bed St John of God Midland Public Hospital is operated by St John of God 
Health Care and provides public hospital services under the terms of a Service 
Agreement with the State Government. 

Since opening the hospital has experienced higher demand than expected across all 
services. In 2017/2018 it had 40,759 admissions, 93,647 outpatient visits, 71,181 ED 
presentations, 14,668 procedures and 1,811 births.

The 60-bed private hospital is co-located with St John of God Midland Public Hospital 
and is the only private hospital operating in the Midland area.

The private hospital offers a new level of choice for people in the region, with many 
specialists providing treatment across a range of medical specialties.

Great focus is provided at both hospitals on delivering patient-centred, compassionate 
care of the highest standard.


