
We’ve got something to say...
As this financial year ends, I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for 
your wonderful support of our research and outreach services, and to update 
you on just some of our achievements. Your outstanding generosity has assisted 
St John of God Foundation to accomplish some amazing things this financial year. 
You have helped us help others, and for that we are very grateful.

What we’ve achieved – Outreach 
Our Horizon House service continues to expand and, with your support, we continue to help more and more 
homeless young people reach their true potential. Thanks to your generosity, these disadvantaged young people are 
gaining the confidence to aim for the stars – and beyond.

From homeless youth to budding lawyer and homeowner
John joined the St John of God Horizon 
House (Victoria) service in May 2012, 
after spending six weeks in emergency 
youth crisis centre City Limits, worrying 
about his future. John’s relationship with 
his parents had broken down and his 
temporary accommodation had come 
to an end, when one of the City Limits 
carers mentioned Horizon House.

John says,

“At first I remember I was really anxious. 
I had just met a lot of people at City 
Limits and was now meeting some 
more people at Horizon House. I just 
wanted some peace to sort myself out, 
so I spent quite a lot of time alone in my 
room. I was half way through my VCE 
and was not used to living on this side of 
town either, so I had to catch two buses 
to get to school, it was a bit hectic.”

Despite these obstacles, John thrived 
within the stable home environment 
of Horizon House. His grades started 
to improve and he achieved a good 

VCE score, passing Year 12 with flying 
colours. Through his hard work, John 
also graduated to the second tier of the 
Horizon House service – that is, into an 
independent living unit. With continued 
support, John went on to study a 
Bachelor of Law. By this stage he had 
further built on his independence by 
obtaining his motorbike licence, allowing 
him to travel to university.

We’re extremely proud to say that John’s 
grades were so impressive at the end of 
his first year at university, he was awarded 
a scholarship of $40,000 p.a. to complete 
his degree over three years. What’s more, 
John made time to join a youth group at 
his local church and took a leadership role, 
mentoring other young people.

John has now purchased his first home 
and is a successful, independent, 
contributing member of the community. 
The team at St John of God Horizon 
House (Victoria) is incredibly proud of 
this young man’s achievements. 

John says,

The night I contemplated 
my future on the end of 
the bed at City Limits, I 

didn’t think I could have achieved 
what I have. Thanks Horizon 
House; my future is bright and I 
was able to stay on the 
right side of the law.
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Tracey Lee Pullen,
Carcione Research  

Fellow



Flowers are blooming,  
as well as hope
Brennon joined James Garnaut Horizon House Broome (WA) in 
2011. During the first 12 months of Brennon’s stay, he worked 
hard to complete short courses, obtaining a number of trade 
certificates and licences.

While he obtained these certificates, he gained some 
work experience in the field of horticulture, which sparked 
Brennon’s interest. Brennon impressed everyone by applying 
for a 12-month landscaping traineeship position through 
Woodside at Broome’s Cable Beach Club Resort & Spa – 
which he was awarded.

During his traineeship, Brennon attended TAFE one day a week 
to study Certificate II in Horticulture and spent the other four 
days working on-site at Cable Beach to develop his practical 
skills. While a resident of Horizon House, Brennon successfully 
completed his traineeship. Needless to say, the team was 
extremely proud when Cable Beach Club Resort & Spa offered 
him a full-time position, which Brennon happily accepted.

Brennon says, 

I really enjoy my work, so I was stoked 
to be offered a full-time role once my 
traineeship came to an end. I’m one of 

the few Aboriginal people working at the Club 
and the only one working outside, so I stand 
out amongst the staff. I’m happy I get to 
positively represent my culture through 
the work I’m doing.

“Guests often come up and compliment me on the beautiful 
gardens and grounds, which makes me so proud of what I 
do and the contribution I make to the resort. I think being 
proud of your work is really important.”

And Brennon’s achievements don’t stop there! His basketball 
team, the Hornets, took out their grand final, as well as 
achieving the top spot in a local competition following 15 
undefeated games. Brennon has proven a great inspiration, not 
only to the Horizon House team, but also to its other residents. 

We have achieved this with your support! Please continue to help us 
nurture young lives and grow more and more success stories – like 
John and Brennon’s.

South West continues to  
bring care closer to home 
A snapshot update on the South West Cancer and 
Coronary Care Service at St John of God Bunbury 
Hospital. 

• More than 900 diagnostic angiography procedures 
performed since the unit opened.

• The first Regional WA elective cardiac angioplasty 
performed in late 2014.

• South West patients now have access to cardiac loop 
recorder insertion, cardiac pacemaker insertion, and a new 
procedure known as transoesophageal echocardiography 
(TOE), in Bunbury.

• In March 2015, Resident Intervention Cardiologist 
commenced practice in Bunbury.

• More than 200 patients received overnight care in the 
Coronary Care unit during 2014.

• Over 4,000 chemotherapy treatments administered to 
South West residents in 2014.

• Cardiac rehabilitation service to commence in June 2015 
and cardiac and cardiothoracic multi-disciplinary team 
meetings commenced in early 2015.

• The only regional PET CT now providing services on a 
weekly basis to South West residents.

• Two McGrath Breast Care Nurses and one Specialist 
Prostate Cancer Nurse commenced at St John of God 
Bunbury Hospital to provide services for public and private 
patients.

• The South West Cancer Accommodation averaged 50% 
occupancy in 2014 and had on occasion up to 12 guests 
using the facility in April 2015.

• South West Cancer Accommodation Centre provided over 
4,714 guest nights of accommodation to 222 patients 
during 2014.

I would like to take this opportunity 
to thank you and all concerned for 
providing us with accommodation at the 

South West Cancer Accommodation Centre at 
Dalyellup. I am of the firm belief that it was the 
quality of your accommodation and all the people 
associated with this that got [name withheld] 
through. In fact she always looked forward to her 
Mondays when she returned to Dalyellup 
and the people she met undergoing 
similar treatment. – (Patient’s Spouse.) 



What we’ve  
achieved -  
Research 
Our researchers continue to strive towards achieving 
exceptional outcomes in their research endeavours. 
Your generous contributions have enabled these 
research projects to achieve some astonishing results.

The Foundation funds selected researchers to expand and 
commence a diverse array of projects and employ more 
researchers to accelerate outcomes. Below are some of the 
exciting projects currently underway due to the generosity of 
our donors.

Donations fund internationally 
acclaimed research 
Carcione Research Fellow

Tracey Lee-Pullen and Rifici Research Officer, Stephanie Austin, 
have been working on a combined project looking at how the 
immune system is involved in anti-tumour response. This work 
has involved research on both breast and colorectal cancer.

We are so grateful for your 
generosity in helping the 
Foundation in providing funding 
for these ground-breaking research 
projects. Without the assistance of 
our donors, much of this research 
would simply not be possible.

Kailis Activity Tracker

Cancer patients who undergo chemotherapy often experience 
side-effects, but we have not yet found a way to measure how 
much this impacts their lives in real time. The project involves 
monitoring patients’ daily living activities using devices like the 
FitbitTM tracker, worn on the wrist. The FitbitTM collects data on 
patients’ exercise, sleep and general living activities, which can 
then be used to plan how to assist people to better manage 
their side-effects.

Kailis Summer Scholarship Recipients

• Shiran Xiao, final year medical student at Notre Dame 
University. Shiran has worked on health service research 
projects, such as colorectal cancer management, with Dr 
Nik Zeps.

• Lachlan Baxter, final year medical student at Notre 
Dame University. Lachlan has worked in the molecular 
diagnostic section of SJG Pathology at the Bendat Family 
Comprehensive Cancer Centre, developing new ways to 
test ovarian cancers for vulnerability to treatments. 

Jakovich Gynaecological Clinical Research Fellow 

Dr Paul Cohen, Paul is overseeing over 20 projects in 
gynaecological cancer, spanning clinical trials through to 
laboratory-based research.

Stephanie Austin,
Rifici Research Officer

Paige Tucker,
Kailis Women's Scholarship

Kailis Women’s Scholarship

The Sexual Healing Study is investigating the sexuality and 
quality of life of women who decide to have their ovaries and 
fallopian tubes removed in order to reduce their elevated risk 
of developing ovarian cancer. This large, retrospective study on 
sexuality after risk-reducing surgery has recruited nearly 100 
patients and will be completed by August 2015. A randomised-
controlled trial, investigating sexual counselling before surgery, 
is recruiting patients who will be followed up for one year. 
Another project within the Study involves surveying Consultant 
Gynaecological Oncologists in Australia and overseas about their 
habits and views on discussing sexual issues with patients.



Save the Date 

Two fun ways to expand the horizons of homeless youth

The Santos Great Bike Ride, Sunday, 22 November, 2015, is not only a 
great way to get active after the long winter months and enjoy the beautiful 

scenery of Perth’s Swan River, but also to help raise funds for, and awareness 
of, our Horizon House service. If the idea of riding seems like a daunting 

experience, then volunteering to help on the day might be just right for you!

For more information email Claire.Levett@sjog.org.au

St John of God Foundation Corporate Charity Golf Day is planned for Tuesday, 20 October, 
2015. This is a fun day of golf designed to raise much-needed funds for our vital Horizon House 

service. If you are looking for a way to help our homeless young people, why not put a team together 
and come play a round of golf? Improve your game while you improve someone’s life.

For more information email Veronica.Cavlovic@sjog.org.au

Helping in uncertain times 
Uncertainty affects us all, whether it’s the global economy, 
tests and treatments, or wondering where you will lay your 
head tonight. But through your kind-hearted generosity, we 
can help ease some of these uncertainties for the people who 
really need our support. 

Your tax deductible gift this financial year will assist our 
researchers to continue their ground-breaking research 
into treatments for patients; will enable our social outreach 
services to expand, and will ultimately provide more housing 
and care for our homeless young people.

Donating to any of our projects online is quick, easy and secure 
– plus you will receive your receipt instantly via email. Simply go 
to www.sjog.org.au/foundation and click on Donate Here.

On behalf of our researchers, young people and caregivers, 
we thank you for your support and respectfully ask that you 
continue to help us, help others.

P.S. Remember that if you send your donation before June 
30 2015, it will be tax deductible this financial year.

Yours sincerely,

Josephine Board

Chief Executive Officer 
St John of God Foundation Inc.

PO BOX 8032 
Subiaco East WA 6008

 
T 08 9382 4292

www.sjog.org.au/foundation

Name                                          

Address 

Suburb

State                                      

Postcode                 

Thank you for your generosity 
All donations of $2.00 or more are tax deductible.

St John of God Foundation Trust ABN 64 715 901 441

Please be assured that 100% of your donation to 
the St John of God Foundation will be used as  
you request for local community projects.

Please accept 
my gift of

Please direct my gift towards:

My cheque/money order is enclosed (made payable to St John of God Foundation Inc)

Horizon House  ________________ (location)

I would like a receipt emailed to me. Providing your email address allows us to email your tax receipt to 
you, minimising costs and paper usage.

We respect your privacy. If you would prefer not to receive further materials from  
St John of God Foundation please call us on 08 9382 4292.

Cancer Research South West Campaign

Card No.

Card Holders Name ____________________________________________ Expiry Date  ______ / ________

Signature  ________________________________________________________________________________

Email  ___________________________________________________________________________________

OR Please debit the amount above to my credit card: 

OR Please debit $  each month from my credit card until I advise otherwise.

OR 
surprise us$35 $65 $100 $


