Doctor’s Drum
St John of God Health Choices

The Hospital’s existing Home Nursing department is now a part of

St John of God Health Choices, providing nursing and other care in the home.  

General Manager of St John of God Health Choices, Steve Hall, said that with the incorporation of the existing services at Ballarat, Health Choices now offers a national home nursing service which will grow over time.

The combined Health Choices services now provide in excess of 40,000 home visits per year, travelling some 350,000 km across Victoria and Western Australia.

“I would like to thank the Ballarat Health Choices caregivers for their ongoing commitment and support, so we may continue the Mission entrusted to us by the Sisters of St John of God,” Steve said.

For many years, the Sisters of St John of God provided care to patients in their homes and to miners in their tents in the Goldfields during a typhoid outbreak in 1890.

Health Choices is set to continue to grow, with the Ballarat service remaining onsite at the Hospital and continuing its excellent work under the leadership of Nurse Manager, Melinda Farnsworth.

In addition to the existing post acute care and community nursing services, anticipated service growth includes the addition of Hospital Substitution (HITH) services, which will offer your patients a choice to receive part or all of their hospital treatment in the home. Patients may be treated under your bedcard, or referred to an alternative medical practitioner for your convenience.

Melinda Farnsworth is currently working on the model for this program, with an anticipated start date of May/June. 
Further information on eligibility and the referral process will be provided shortly, however any feedback in the interim would be most welcome.  
Please feel free to call Melinda on 03 5320 2524 or 0429 552 754 if you would like to have input into this program.  Alternatively, you can submit any suggestions via email, to melinda.farnsworth@sjog.org.au.
